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The  CREATE  Foundation has given more than
$96 million to communities and organizations
during its  44 - year  history because  of  the 
endowments  and funds  placed  under its  care.
The foundation  announced its total assets top 
more than $100 milllion for the first time. As of
July 31, the figure July 31, the figure was  $101,252,651.  At  CREATE’s 
founding in 1872, its assets totaled a mere $1,492.
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Overall Goal:
Increase regional per capita income to

75% of the national average.

Primary Supporting Goal:
Improve the educational attainment

for adults in the region.

EDUCATION
Higher educational achievement
and attainment throughout our
region results in the development
of a high quality workforce. For
more than a decade, the
CommissionCommission has helped establish
and facilitate several regional
initiatives designed to reduce
dropouts at every level of
education and to enhance the
quality of education of all
students. Examples of
CommissionCommission initiatives include
dropout recovery programs,
media campaigns, support for
high quality early childhood
initiatives, and facilitation of the
MSU-UM Task Force on Regional
Development.  Two other initiatives
deserve special mention below.deserve special mention below.

TUITION GUARANTEE
Since 2008, a tuition guarantee
initiative has been growing within
our region.  Today, all 17
counties in our region offer the
Tuition Guarantee Program to
recent high school recent high school graduates with
the promise of 100% paid tuition
for up to four regular semesters at
one of  four community colleges.
In the fall of 2016, a total of 2,676
young people were covered by our
region’s program. Financial
sponsors sponsors vary by county but include 
three foundations, two planning and 
development districts, counties, cities,
businesses, and individuals. The state 
of Tennessee recently passed a law 
funding an almost identical program
throughout their state.

DISTRICTS OF
INNOVATION
For two years, the Commission
worked with the Mississ ippi
Legislature to secure passage
of a new law, entitled Districts
of Innovation. This law enabledof Innovation. This law enabled
public school district leaders to
formulate new plans designed to 
improve academic performance.
The State Board of Education
may designate up to five Districts
of Innovation annually.  Each
district will be given five yearsdistrict will be given five years
to implement and execute its
plans.  Booneville and Corinth
were the first two districts from
the region to apply for this status.
Corinth was one of three districts 
in the state to be awarded this 
opportunity to further excel in opportunity to further excel in 
its academic achievement.

STATE OF THE REGION
For 21 years, CREATE’s Commission
has sponsored the State of the
Region meeting.  In May, more than
300 community and state leaders
heard two excellent presentations
from Don Nielsen of Seattle,from Don Nielsen of Seattle,
Washington and Blake Wilson, CEO
of the Mississippi Economic Council.
Those in attendance also received
two key reports - one which profiles
regional growth and development
and one which measures progress
towards regional goals. towards regional goals. 
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 COMMISSION

The Commission on the Future of Northeast Mississippi
has entered its third decade of service to the region.
The purpose of the Commission is to build regional

cooperation and unity.  It accomplishes its purpose by
engaging in regional community development. Over
the years, the Commission has addressed several key
issues, with a host of partners, including leadershipissues, with a host of partners, including leadership

development, racial reconciliation, improved broadband
internet access, highway improvement, and educational

achievement and attainment.

e



Overall Goal:
Increase regional per capita income to

75% of the national average.

Primary Supporting Goal:
Improve the educational attainment

for adults in the region.

EDUCATION
Higher educational achievement
and attainment throughout our
region results in the development
of a high quality workforce. For
more than a decade, the
Commission Commission has helped establish
and facilitate several regional
initiatives designed to reduce
dropouts at every level of
education and to enhance the
quality of education of all
students. Examples of
Commission Commission initiatives include
dropout recovery programs,
media campaigns, support for
high quality early childhood
initiatives, and facilitation of the
MSU-UM Task Force on Regional
Development.  Two other initiatives
deserve special mention below. deserve special mention below.

TUITION GUARANTEE
Since 2008, a tuition guarantee
initiative has been growing within
our region.  Today, all 17
counties in our region offer the
Tuition Guarantee Program to
recent high school recent high school graduates with
the promise of 100% paid tuition
for up to four regular semesters at
one of  four community colleges.
In the fall of 2016, a total of 2,676
young people were covered by our
region’s program. Financial
sponsors sponsors vary by county but include 
three foundations, two planning and 
development districts, counties, cities,
businesses, and individuals. The state 
of Tennessee recently passed a law 
funding an almost identical program
throughout their state.

DISTRICTS OF
INNOVATION
For two years, the Commission
worked with the Mississippi
Legislature to secure passage
of a new law, entitled Districts
of Innovation. This law enabled of Innovation. This law enabled
public school district leaders to
formulate new plans designed to 
improve academic performance.
The State Board of Education
may designate up to five Districts
of Innovation annually.  Each
district will be given five years district will be given five years
to implement and execute its
plans.  Booneville and Corinth
were the first two districts from
the region to apply for this status.
Corinth was one of three districts 
in the state to be awarded this 
opportunity to further excel in opportunity to further excel in 
its academic achievement.

STATE OF THE REGION
For 21 years, CREATE’s Commission
has sponsored the State of the
Region meeting.  In May, more than
300 community and state leaders
heard two excellent presentations
from Don Nielsen of Seattle, from Don Nielsen of Seattle,
Washington and Blake Wilson, CEO
of the Mississippi Economic Council.
Those in attendance also received
two key reports - one which profiles
regional growth and development
and one which measures progress
towards regional goals. towards regional goals. 

1011

 COMMISSION

The Commission on the Future of Northeast Mississippi
has entered its third decade of service to the region.

The purpose of the Commission is to build regional
cooperation and unity.  It accomplishes its purpose by

engaging in regional community development. Over
the years, the Commission has addressed several key

issues, with a host of partners, including leadership issues, with a host of partners, including leadership
development, racial reconciliation, improved broadband
internet access, highway improvement, and educational

achievement and attainment.

e

Overall Goal:
Increase regional per capita income to

75% of the national average.

Primary Supporting Goal:
Improve the educational attainment

for adults in the region.

EDUCATION
Higher educational achievement
and attainment throughout our
region results in the development
of a high quality workforce. For
more than a decade, the
CommissionCommission has helped establish
and facilitate several regional
initiatives designed to reduce
dropouts at every level of
education and to enhance the
quality of education of all
students. Examples of
CommissionCommission initiatives include
dropout recovery programs,
media campaigns, support for
high quality early childhood
initiatives, and facilitation of the
MSU-UM Task Force on Regional
Development.  Two other initiatives
deserve special mention below.deserve special mention below.

TUITION GUARANTEE
Since 2008, a tuition guarantee
initiative has been growing within
our region.  Today, all 17
counties in our region offer the
Tuition Guarantee Program to
recent high school recent high school graduates with
the promise of 100% paid tuition
for up to four regular semesters at
one of  four community colleges.
In the fall of 2016, a total of 2,676
young people were covered by our
region’s program. Financial
sponsors sponsors vary by county but include 
three foundations, two planning and 
development districts, counties, cities,
businesses, and individuals. The state 
of Tennessee recently passed a law 
funding an almost identical program
throughout their state.

DISTRICTS OF
INNOVATION
For two years, the Commission
worked with the Mississ ippi
Legislature to secure passage
of a new law, entitled Districts
of Innovation. This law enabledof Innovation. This law enabled
public school district leaders to
formulate new plans designed to 
improve academic performance.
The State Board of Education
may designate up to five Districts
of Innovation annually.  Each
district will be given five yearsdistrict will be given five years
to implement and execute its
plans.  Booneville and Corinth
were the first two districts from
the region to apply for this status.
Corinth was one of three districts 
in the state to be awarded this 
opportunity to further excel in opportunity to further excel in 
its academic achievement.

STATE OF THE REGION
For 21 years, CREATE’s Commission
has sponsored the State of the
Region meeting.  In May, more than
300 community and state leaders
heard two excellent presentations
from Don Nielsen of Seattle,from Don Nielsen of Seattle,
Washington and Blake Wilson, CEO
of the Mississippi Economic Council.
Those in attendance also received
two key reports - one which profiles
regional growth and development
and one which measures progress
towards regional goals. towards regional goals. 

10 11

 COMMISSION

The Commission on the Future of Northeast Mississippi
has entered its third decade of service to the region.
The purpose of the Commission is to build regional

cooperation and unity.  It accomplishes its purpose by
engaging in regional community development. Over
the years, the Commission has addressed several key
issues, with a host of partners, including leadershipissues, with a host of partners, including leadership

development, racial reconciliation, improved broadband
internet access, highway improvement, and educational

achievement and attainment.

e



Alcorn
John Mercier
Clayton Stanley

Benton
Jack Gadd
Bill Renick

CalhounCalhoun
John Burt
Lisa McNeece

Cickasaw
Patsy Gregory
Bill Smith

Clay
Amy BerryAmy Berry
Eddie Longstreet

Itawamba
B.J. Canup
Mike Eaton

Lafayette
Dr. Gloria Kellum
Randy LeisterRandy Leister
Jon Maynard

Lee
Tillmon Calvert
Grace Clark
Guy Mitchell, lll
Paul Mize, Jr.
Amy TateAmy Tate

Lowndes
Nick Ardillo
Allegra Brigham
Birney Imes
Antwann Richardson

Marshall
Dr. Gemma BeckleyDr. Gemma Beckley
Mayor Kelvin Buck
Sarah Sawyer

Monroe
Jim Edwards
Jean Pinkley
Barry Thompson

OktibbehaOktibbeha
Michelle Amos
Frank Chiles
Dr. Tommy Stevenson

Pontotoc
Phyllis Ford High
Judge James L. Roberts, Jr.

PrentissPrentiss
Ricky Ford
Ronny Rowland

Tippah
Duane Bullard
Kyle Smith

Tishomingo
Beth Davis
Dr. Bob Ferguson

UnionUnion
Betsey Hamilton
Phil Morris

University
Lee Tyner
Kyle Steward

At Large
Denotee MartinDenotee Martin
Eddie Prather
Senator Bill Stone

Emeritus
Kenny Dill
Hassell Franklin
Bobby Martin
Jack Reed, Sr.Jack Reed, Sr.
Sandy WIlliams

COMMISSION

Commission’s 2016-2017 Chairman, 
Guy Mitchell, lll, addresses the crowd 
at CREATE’s annual meeting

AFFILIATE 
ENDOWMENT BALANCES
ALCORN
$1,363,413.15
CARE Endowment Fund

CALHOUN
$260,514.66
Calhoun County Endowment Fund

CHICKASAWCHICKASAW
$467,472.00
PACE Endowment Fund

CLAY
$1,122,163.01
West Point Community Foundation

ITAWAMBA
$687,485.41$687,485.41
FIRST Foundation Fund

LAFAYETTE
$729,615.26
LOFT Endowment Fund

LOWNDES
$325,181.58
Columbus Lowndes Foundation FundColumbus Lowndes Foundation Fund

MONROE

  NORTH MONROE COUNTY
  Community Fund: $180,603

  SOUTH MONROE COUNTY
  Community Fund: $178,662

OKTIBBEHA
$359,619.23$359,619.23
SOAR Endowment Fund

TIPPAH
$365,305.42
TARGET Endowment Fund

UNION
$646,030.26
UNITE Endowment FundUNITE Endowment Fund

AFFILIATE BOARDS

ALCORN (CARE)
H. L "Sandy" Williams, Chair
Hull Davis
Orma R. Smith
Clayton Stanley
Fred Joe Vann, Jr.
Kenneth WilliamsKenneth Williams
Mona Lisa Grady, Executive Director

CALHOUN
John G. Burt, Co-chair
Bill Williams, Co-chair
Randy Baker
Jim Blue
Sheila FreelySheila Freely
Joel McNeece
Tina Scott
Precious Thompson
Mona Tillman
Michael Watkins
Becky Wright

CHICKASAW (PACE)CHICKASAW (PACE)
Bobby Mooneyham, Chair
Frank Alford
Alford Bell
Jason Brooks
Tom Byrne
Mike Colbert
Dr. Betsy CollumsDr. Betsy Collums
John Ellison
Hassell Franklin
Millette Nabors
Rayburn Parks
Bob Scott
Gary Staten

CLAY (WEST POINT)CLAY (WEST POINT)
Kenny Dill, Chair
Dewel Brasher
Jimmy Bryan
Robin McCormick
Louise Campbell, Executive Director

ITAWAMBA (FIRST)
Laken Graham, Laken Graham, Chair
Jennifer Bost, Secretary
Patti Davis Bennett
Romona Edge
Teresa Floyd
Ginger Howell
Sid Kirksey
Vaunita MartinVaunita Martin
Teresa McNeece
Luke Montgomery
Brian Quinn
Jason Wallace
Bryan Wilson

LAFAYETTE (LOFT)
Walt Davis, Walt Davis, Chair
Ken Rutherford, Vice-chair
Ben Bolton
Michael Joe Cannon
Donald Cole
Dotsy Fitts
Teresa Flautt
Gaye FlyntGaye Flynt
Sam Haskell
Lisa Hickman-Tollison
Jeff Johnson

LAFAYETTE CONT.
Jacob Jordan
Jean Jordan
Jacqui Lear
Elise Lee
Caroline McIntosh
Ed MeekEd Meek
Mike Mitchell
Jane Kerr Nance
Robert Paine
Diane Scruggs
Betsy Smith
Molissia Swaney
Sherry WallSherry Wall
Frank Yerger
Julie Yoste
Jody Holland, Executive Director

LOWNDES
Helen Pridmore, Chair
Boyce Adams
Mary AlexanderMary Alexander
Stevan Black
Matt Bogue
Tom Buckley
Nancy Carpenter
Jim Davidson
Jeff Farnham
John T. FrazierJohn T. Frazier
Brandt Galloway
Bobby Harper
George S. Hazard, Jr.
Wanda Holley
Frank Howell
Birney Imes
Darren JordanDarren Jordan
Tommy Lott
Tango Moore
Bain Nickels
J. Tim Pounders
Antwann Richardson
Josie Shumake
Alma TurnerAlma Turner
Jan Eastman, Executive Director

SOUTH MONROE
Kathy Seymour, Chair
Dr. Doris Blanchard
Patsy Claxton
Nan Corbell
James Edwards, Jr.James Edwards, Jr.
Dr. Lavon Fluker-Reed
Martin Hansen
Susan Honeycutt
Bradley Lipsey
Leon Manning
Dwight McComb, Sr.
Greg MillerGreg Miller

NORTH MONROE
Bo Miller, Chair
Bobby Cleveland
George Darden
Mary Lib Francis
Art Gentry
Dottie HaneyDottie Haney
Geneva Moon
Larry Palmer
Dr. Len Pinkley
Tony Poss
Deborah Rogers

OKTIBBEHA (SOAR)
Nellah Taylor, Chair
John Robert Arnold
Dr. David Boles
Bobby Crosland
Suzanne S. Dressel
Dr. Dora HerringDr. Dora Herring
Pat Lane
Paul Millsaps
Buddy Staggers
Allan Tucker
Charles E. Weatherly
Martha Wells
Ross WilliamsRoss Williams
Marty Wiseman
Jan Eastman, Executive Director

TIPPAH (TARGET)
Bob Glover, Chair
Dean Caviness
Von Coombs
John Frank GibbsJohn Frank Gibbs
Melissa Harrison
Jim Jackson
Beverly Moffitt
Deborah Hurt, Executive Director

TUPELO/LEE COUNTY
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Dick White, Dick White, Chair
Pat Caldwell, Vice-chair
Tillmon Calvert
V.M. Cleveland
Kim Estess
Linda Gholston
Chauncey Godwin
Lisa HawkinsLisa Hawkins
Mickey Holliman
Chuck Imbler
Zell Long
Gene McDade
Gloria McKinney
Ted Moll
Sam PaceSam Pace
Aubrey Patterson
Scott Reed
David Rumbarger
Mitch Waycaster
David Wilson

UNION (UNITE)
Travis Wiseman, Travis Wiseman, Chair
Cathy Garrett, Vice-chair
James (Bo) Collins
Gary Cooper
Moises Lemus
Dale Manning
Margaret Maxwell
Cathy McClintonCathy McClinton
Phil Morris
Thad Mueller
Rodney Shands
Ann Shirley
Bill Smallwood
Anne J. Stephens
Collett Cross, Collett Cross, Executive Director
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AFFILIATES

TARGET
(Tippah and Ripley Growing Excellent Together)

Bob Glover, TARGET Chairman, accepts

the James Hugh Ray Award from

Mike Clayborne, CREATE President.

RECENT GRANTS INCLUDE 

  • North and South Tippah Teacher of Distinction Awards
  • Boys and Girls Club of Ripley
  • Koon’s Care Free Clinic
   • Blue Mountain College Literacy on the Lawn Program     
  • Tippah County Historical Museum
    • Ripley Arts Council
  • New scoreboard for Walnut Municipal Park
  • “Imagine the Possibilities” Career Expo 2016 Sponsor
  • Chalybeate Library
  • Tippah County Good Samaritan Program
  • Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program
  • Ripley Main Street Association
    • Town of Walnut
  • Southern Sentinel newspapers for classrooms
  • South Tippah pre-school
  • Ripley parks and recreation
  • Dr. Jessie Mauney historical marker
  • Ripley High School career day
  • Ripley Middle School cheerleaders
    • Tippah County Development Foundation

Since 2000, TARGET has given 47 grants to 
30 organizations in the total amount of $58,576.

Members of TARGET board were on hand for the 
unveiling of the new scoreboard granted to the 
Walnut Municipal Park.
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  • Ripley High School career day
  • Ripley Middle School cheerleaders
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Since 2000, TARGET has given 47 grants to 
30 organizations in the total amount of $58,576.

Members of TARGET board were on hand for the 
unveiling of the new scoreboard granted to the 
Walnut Municipal Park.
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DONOR ADVISED SPOTLIGHT

Kathy and I are not natives of north Mississippi, 
so when we moved to Tupelo wso when we moved to Tupelo we didn’t have knowledge 
of our new community’s needs.  Our friend, Dudley 
Weathers, introduced us to the CREATE Foundation.  
Through our work with the foundation, we began 
to gain an appreciation for our community’s needs 
and how well CREATE helped meet those needs. 
Throughout the years,  CREATE’s staff has been 
eager to share information on many worthy eager to share information on many worthy 
charitable organizations with us.  

We have utilized a donor advised fund to support 
many of those charities that are dearest to our 
hearts. We believe the donor advised fund is a 
great tool to reach areas of our community that need 
our help.  We would recommend this type of fund 
to anyone.

 Terry and Kathy Jackson

 DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

CARDIOLOGY RESEARCH LLC CARE FUND
CARLOCK TOYOTA
COMMUNITY OUTREACH FUND
FUSION FOUNDATION
LONG DISTRIBUTORS CORINTH

MALONEY MANAGEMENT, LLC
MOSSY OAK FOUNDATION
OLD WAVERLY GOLF CLUB
R.W. REED COMPANY

CORPORATE DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

ALBERT AND BILLIE GREEN 
ALBERT DELGADILLO 
ALFORD AND SHELIA BELL 
ALICE STAFFORD 
ANN PHILLIPS AND HUGHES MILAM 
ANNA MIZE ADAMS AND PAUL LOUIS ADAMS 
BABS AND MICKEY HOLLIMAN BABS AND MICKEY HOLLIMAN 
BETSEY AND TOM HAMILTON 
BOBBY J. AND MINERVA MOORE 
BOBBY MOONEYHAM 
BOBBY P. AND BARBARA M. MARTIN 
BULLARD FAMILY 
CABELL FUND
CAROL BYRNE CHILDREN'S FUNDCAROL BYRNE CHILDREN'S FUND
CATHERINE AND PAUL MIZE 
CATHY AND DON ROBERTSON 
CHAD AND MARY MARGARET CASE 
CHARLES AND JOYCE JOHNSTON 
CHARLES WEATHERLY 
CINDY AND MARTY SPARKS 
CLAY AND LANA FOSTER CLAY AND LANA FOSTER 
CROFTON AND CAMILLE SLOAN 
CUMMINGS FAMILY 
DAKIN REED 
DAVID AND DONNA RUMBARGER (GRACE )
DAVID AND RITA HANKINS 
DAVID HENSON 
DAVID M. PALMER DAVID M. PALMER 
DENNIS AND BETH TOSH 
DOROTHY D. AND GEORGE H. RUFF 
DOUG AND RHONDA HANBY 
DR. AND MRS. DAN BRASFIELD 
DR. AND MRS. DOUG CLARK 
DR. AND MRS. FAYETTE WILLIAMS 
DR. AND MRS. RICHARD WARRINER DR. AND MRS. RICHARD WARRINER 
ED AND HELEN MEEK 
EDDIE AND PRISCILLA PRATHER 
ELLEN DRANE MAULDIN
ELLEN R. WALKER 
FRANK AND AMY DAVIS 
FREEMAN FAMILY 
FULTON AND JULIE THOMPSON FULTON AND JULIE THOMPSON 
GEORGE M. AND BETTY B. TAYLOR 
GLEN AND PAIGE EVANS FAMILY
GREG PIRKLE 
HASSELL H. FRANKLIN 
IMBLER FOUNDATION

ITAWAMBA GOOD WORKS FUND - WALDORF
JACK AND DANA FOSTER 
JACK AND LISA REED 
JACK AND MARY LIB FRANCIS 
JAMES D. BRYAN 
JAN BOTTS 
JANE SPAIN JANE SPAIN 
JASON AND MELISSA HARRISON 
JENNIFER MOONEYHAM 
JIM AND LISA HAWKINS 
JOE AND LAUREN BABB 
JOE AND MAROLYN HESTER 
JOE EDD AND SANDI MORRIS 
JOE RUTHERFORD JOE RUTHERFORD 
JOHN AND JANET MATTHEWS
JOHN AND SARA FRANCES HARDY 
JOHN P. AND LINDA C. SULLIVAN 
JOHN PAUL FRERER MEMORIAL FUND
JOHN R. AND MARY FICKLIN ARNOLD 
JOYCE AND HAL POLK 
JUDY AND BOB DAVIS JUDY AND BOB DAVIS 
KATY AND CLAYTON STANLEY 
KENNY AND ANNA DILL 
KIRK AND TATE FORRESTER
LAURIE HORN STEVENSON 
LEN AND JEAN PINKLEY 
LENHOFF FAMILY TRUST 
LILLA REED LILLA REED 
LINDA MADDEN MARTIN MEMORIAL 
LOUISE CAMPBELL 
M AND A FAMILY 
M/M RONNY ROWLAND 
MARSHALL AND DAPHNE MONTGOMERY 
MARTHA AND M.B. MARTIN 
MARTHA SWINDLE MARTHA SWINDLE 
MARY AND CHARLES WERNER 
MARY AND SAM PACE 
MELVIN AND VALERIE RAY 
MINGA FAMILY 
MR. AND MRS.  BRITT ROGERS, III 
MR. AND MRS. ALAN BANK 
MR. AND MRS. AUBREY B. PATTERSON MR. AND MRS. AUBREY B. PATTERSON 
MR. AND MRS. BARRY FORD 
MR. AND MRS. DENOTEE MARTIN 
MR. AND MRS. H.L. (SANDY)  WILLIAMS 
MR. AND MRS. HEYWOOD WASHBURN 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN G. BURT 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN JAMESON ROGERS 
MR. AND MRS. LARRY KIRK 
MR. AND MRS. MIKE CLAYBORNE 
MR. AND MRS. MORGAN BALDWIN 
MR. AND MRS. OCTAVIUS IVY 
MR. AND MRS. THEODORE S. MOLL 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM H. DAVIS, JR. MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM H. DAVIS, JR. 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM HULL DAVIS 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM RAY REED SR. 
MR. KENNETH WILLIAMS 
MR. ROBERT H. SCOTT 
MRS. ANNE J. STEPHENS 
MRS. BILLIE H. WADLINGTON 
MRS. CAROLYN BOGGAN MRS. CAROLYN BOGGAN 
MRS. ELIZABETH ANN BROWN 
MRS. GRACE DIRLAM 
NELLAH TAYLOR AND J. MARK MERRITT 
PHIL AND SUSAN MORRIS 
PHIL AND VICKIE LITTLE 
RANDY AND PENNY LONG 
RAYBURN PARKS RAYBURN PARKS 
RICK AND KATHRYN GRISWOLD GIVING FUND
ROBERT AND JANE BLACK 
ROBERT W. AND KATHLEEN SEYMOUR 
ROBIN AND ANNE HAIRE 
ROBIN AND MIMI MCGRAW 
ROBIN Y. MCCORMICK 
ROY AND LOU BOOTH FAMILY FUNDROY AND LOU BOOTH FAMILY FUND
RUBYE DEL HARDEN 
RUSSELL  AND LYNN GAINES 
SANFORD AND SUSAN THOMAS 
SARA AND MONTGOMERY BERRY 
SARA M. AND HOWARD R. HINDS 
SARAH DILL REILY 
SCOTT AND ANNETTE REED SCOTT AND ANNETTE REED 
STAGGERS FUND
STEPHEN AND SONYA MILES
STUART P. VANCE 
SUSAN AND GUY MITCHELL 
TERRE AND ORMA SMITH 
TERRY AND KATHY JACKSON 
TERRY G. MANN TERRY G. MANN 
THE LARRY BROWN FUND
VAN OSTEN FAMILY 
WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH WEST 
WILLIAM GRAHAM AND MARTHA F. WELLS 
ZELL LONG 
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DONOR ADVISED SPOTLIGHT

Before our family  entered into a partnership with 
CREATE Foundation, the financial support we provided 
to  ministries and agencies had to be contributed 
before the end of the year to be deductible for tax 
purposes.  However,  that did not always f i t  our 
t iming and desires. A friend suggested a donor 
advised fund administered by CREATE, which has 
workedworked wel l  for our b u s i n e s s  and f a m i l y  fo r  a  
number of reasons. First, we can disburse funds 
immediately to those organizations we participate 
in  and have funds  in  reserve  to  d i s t r ibute  
throughout the subsequent year as needs and 
oppor tun i t ies  a r i se .   We are  ab le  to  sponsor  
opportunities such as community events, mission 
trips, and other requests because of the flexibility our 
donor advised fund allows. Second, a simple 
phone call or email request results  in e f f i c ient  
and prompt payment by CREATE, which is either 
mailed to us or directly to the organization. 

Since there is not a charge for this service, 100% of 
the funds disbursed go directly to the ministries and 
organizat ions we support.This feature of a donor 
advised fund saves us a significant amount of time 
and effort. Finally, the ease and accessibility of 
hishistorical recordkeeping is an added benefit.  Our 
family typically reviews previous year’s contributions 
provided by CREATE in a s imple ,  easy-to-read 
format and makes adjustments and addit ions 
based on the availability of this  information.  At 
year-end, which is generally a busy t ime,  the  
ab i l i t y  to qu ick ly  request  and review historical 
informationinformation is convenient and helpful. Our 
decision to open a donor advised fund at CREATE 
Foundation has been a good one for us.  It allows our 
family and business to contribute to our community, 
the nation, and the world easily and conveniently.

Jack Brown and Family

CORPORATE DONOR ADVISED SPOTLIGHT

I became interested in CREATE’s donor advised 
funds after a friend told me about it.  Our family 
business has a history of making charitable contributions, 
usually at the end of our fiscal year.  Of course, some 
donations are made throughout the year, but most 
of our giving occurs after the close of our annual 
business year.   In the past, we sometimes had the 
capabilitycapability to make some significant gifts, but we didn’t 
have enough time to evaluate possible recipients 
since we were facing a tax deadline. Now, we have 
the luxury of contributing to a CREATE donor advised 
fund, receiving an immediate tax deduction, and then 
taking adequate time to decide the best use of our 
charitable dollars. 

We can easily make recommendations for our 
d o n o r  a d v i s e d  f u n d  o n l i n e  a n d  C R E A T E  
h a n d l e s  all the detai ls  very eff ic ient ly .  Th i s  
processprocess  worked so  well, Penny and I quickly  
opened a personal donor advised fund, and it has 
given us similar flexibility. Of course, we still make 
some gifts directly, but the donor advised fund 
also allows us to accumulate funds for larger gifts 
at a later time, which is a very good approach for us.

Randy and Penny Long
Long Distributers Corinth Advised Fund
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CREATE’s organization endowments 
support a specific non-profit organization 
and may be establ ished by the 
organization or by a donor. An 
endowment fund allows an organization 
to use a portion of the investment 
proceedsproceeds from the fund while keeping 
the principle intact.

AGAPE HEALTH SERVICES
AMERICAN LEGION POST 49
AMORY TRI-CENTENNIAL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF NEW ALBANY
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS - OXFORD FACILITYBOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS - OXFORD FACILITY
COCA-COLA LEGACY FOUNDATION
COLUMBUS ARTS COUNCIL
COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DOORS OF HOPE TRANSITION MINISTRIES 
FORTNIGHTLY MUSICALE AGENCY 
FOX FOUNDATION 
GOOD SAMARITAN (FREE CLINIC)GOOD SAMARITAN (FREE CLINIC)
GUMTREE MUSEUM OF ART
ITAWAMBA CROSSROADS RANCH 
JUNIOR  AUXILIARY OF TUPELO 
LA-MS-WEST TN KIWANIS FOUNDATION 
LEE COUNTY LIBRARY 
LEE COUNTY LIBRARY BERRY
LEE COUNTY LIBRARY HELEN FOSTERLEE COUNTY LIBRARY HELEN FOSTER
LEE COUNTY LIBRARY WALKER-MCGILL
LQC LAMAR HOUSE 
MEGAPOP 
MISSISSIPPI ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS FOUNDATION 
MISSISSIPPI HEART 
NEW BEGINNINGS AGENCY
NEWMS NEWMS 
NORTH MS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
OXFORD ENDOWMENT FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION
OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL 
OXFORD LAFAYETTE HUMANE SOCIETY
PONTOTOC CITY SCHOOLS ENDOWMENT FOR 
    EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION
PUSHMATAHA AREA COUNCIL BSA PUSHMATAHA AREA COUNCIL BSA 
REGIONAL REHABILITATION CENTER
SANCTUARY HOSPICE HOUSE
STARKVILLE KIWANIS CLUB
TCPS ACADEMIC CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE
THE DEAN PROVENCE ENDOWMENT FOR 
    EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION (UNITE)
TUPELO COCA-COLA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION TUPELO COCA-COLA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
TUPELO COMMUNITY THEATRE 
TUPELO PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
TUPELO/LEE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
UNION COUNTY HERITAGE MUSEUM AGENCY
    ENDOWMENT (UNITE)
UNITED WAY 
UNITED WAY OF OXFORD-LAFAYETTE COUNTY AGENCYUNITED WAY OF OXFORD-LAFAYETTE COUNTY AGENCY
YOKNAPATAWPHA ARTS COUNCIL AGENCY

located in Fulton, Mississippi, was founded by Renae 
Bennett.Bennett. Renae’s vision for this project was one borne 
from tragedy fourteen years ago when her son, Marcus, 
only 17, sustained a traumatic brain injury as the result of 
a motorcycle accident. After spending many years in the 
frustrating environments of various institutions, she decided 
the way to change the face of assisted living for young 
adults with special needs was to just dig in and do it herself. 
Renae’sRenae’s vision includes a 100% privately funded, residential 
community where special needs adults can thrive, not 
merely exist. Her dream is to advocate for the best 
interests of these young adults in the least restrictive, 
most productive, safest environment possible. While 
searching for help in forming Itawamba Crossroads Ranch, 
Renae approached CREATE Foundation and was 
a p p r o v e d  i n  2 0 1 2  a s  a  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t .  B e i n g  
associatedassociated with CREATE gave the project needed credibil-
ity while raising funds. At first, the only funding was 
through pottery sales. However in 2015, Crossroads Ranch 
launched a full scale fundraising initiative. To jump start 
fundraising, a “Denim and Diamonds” event was held on 
April 2, 2016, at Sheffield Manor in Fulton. This singular 
event far exceeded expectations by yielding $78,500.  

With the success of the “Denim and Diamonds” event and 
through the help of CREATE Foundation, news media, 
community leaders, loving friends and families, donations, 
pottery sales and volunteers, Itawamba Crossroads Ranch is 
becoming a reality. Once completed, the Ranch will include 
a lodge for group meals, an education center and gathering 
place, individual cottages for residents, a garden with a 
greenhouse,greenhouse, and a skills depot, an area where pottery is 
made, as well as hosting art and music activities. To date, 
forty-two acres have been donated for the site of the ranch. 
The skills depot is completely renovated. The construction of 
the first building, the lodge, is scheduled to begin in 
March 2017. The local leadership team of Eight Days of 
Hope is overseeing the project by utilizing volunteers 
fromfrom local churches, businesses, and the community. God 
can make something beautiful from tragedies in our lives. 
One mother’s vision for her son will now serve as a beacon 
of hope and a safe haven for many others. The ranch will 
be a place where patience and respect is given and the 
residents can live a full life—happy, healthy and safe. 
Through the continued support from our community, an 
endowmeendowment fund has now been set up at CREATE to help 
continually fund projects at the Ranch.

Itawamba Crossroads Ranch,

ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENTS

ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENT SPOTLIGHT

Crossroads Ranch pottery

Crossroads Ranch Denim and Diamonds Event

Crossroads Ranch Skills Depot
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located in Fulton, Mississippi, was founded by Renae 
Bennett.Bennett. Renae’s vision for this project was one borne 
from tragedy fourteen years ago when her son, Marcus, 
only 17, sustained a traumatic brain injury as the result of 
a motorcycle accident. After spending many years in the 
frustrating environments of various institutions, she decided 
the way to change the face of assisted living for young 
adults with special needs was to just dig in and do it herself. 
Renae’sRenae’s vision includes a 100% privately funded, residential 
community where special needs adults can thrive, not 
merely exist. Her dream is to advocate for the best 
interests of these young adults in the least restrictive, 
most productive, safest environment possible. While 
searching for help in forming Itawamba Crossroads Ranch, 
Renae approached CREATE Foundation and was 
a p p r o v e d  i n  2 0 1 2  a s  a  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t .  B e i n g  
associatedassociated with CREATE gave the project needed credibil-
ity while raising funds. At first, the only funding was 
through pottery sales. However in 2015, Crossroads Ranch 
launched a full scale fundraising initiative. To jump start 
fundraising, a “Denim and Diamonds” event was held on 
April 2, 2016, at Sheffield Manor in Fulton. This singular 
event far exceeded expectations by yielding $78,500.  

With the success of the “Denim and Diamonds” event and 
through the help of CREATE Foundation, news media, 
community leaders, loving friends and families, donations, 
pottery sales and volunteers, Itawamba Crossroads Ranch is 
becoming a reality. Once completed, the Ranch will include 
a lodge for group meals, an education center and gathering 
place, individual cottages for residents, a garden with a 
greenhouse,greenhouse, and a skills depot, an area where pottery is 
made, as well as hosting art and music activities. To date, 
forty-two acres have been donated for the site of the ranch. 
The skills depot is completely renovated. The construction of 
the first building, the lodge, is scheduled to begin in 
March 2017. The local leadership team of Eight Days of 
Hope is overseeing the project by utilizing volunteers 
fromfrom local churches, businesses, and the community. God 
can make something beautiful from tragedies in our lives. 
One mother’s vision for her son will now serve as a beacon 
of hope and a safe haven for many others. The ranch will 
be a place where patience and respect is given and the 
residents can live a full life—happy, healthy and safe. 
Through the continued support from our community, an 
endowmeendowment fund has now been set up at CREATE to help 
continually fund projects at the Ranch.

Itawamba Crossroads Ranch,

ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENTS

ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENT SPOTLIGHT

Crossroads Ranch pottery

Crossroads Ranch Denim and Diamonds Event

Crossroads Ranch Skills Depot
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CREATE serves as f iscal  agent for  t h e  s p e c i a l  project  a l lowing the 
group to operate as a non-profit under the auspices of the foundation.
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is a home for women transitioning from successful completion of a drug and alcohol treatment program 
back into society as sober women in recovery. Women are provided a safe, stable and supportive 
living environment in which to learn, or relearn, the skills necessary to return to active participation 
in her own life. The residents are expected to follow a treatment plan, abide by house rules and 
build a foundation of recovery. Talbot House assists its residents with obtaining employment, 
permanentpermanent housing and long-term recovery support. Addiction is no respecter of persons. The 
brave, beautiful, fearless women Talbot House serves come from all walks of life, all socioeconomic 
groups and from all over the country.

Talbot House is the result of a vision born of a dream. After working for several years with recovering 
addicts and alcoholics in treatment, founder Becky Weatherford was often faced with the same 
problem from her clients. “I have nowhere to go.” Becky knew this struggle all too well. As a recovering 
alcoholic herself, she was all too familiar with the challenges of re-entering an unhealthy
environmentenvironment after completing the hard work of becoming sober. The result was a vision for a sober 
living home where women who have completed treatment for addiction could come and feel safe. 
“I wanted these women to be able to exhale, and to have access to the services they need to rebuild 
their lives”, said Weatherford.

“In“In 2015, Talbot House became a reality. Start-up funding became available, a Board of Directors 
was assembled, location was established, and the process began to form a 501 (c) 3 corporation. 
Talbot House also became a special project of the CREATE Foundation while the nonprofit application 
was in process. Acceptance into the CREATE special project program allowed Talbot House staff to 
focus on its mission of assisting women in recovery. The CREATE staff was invaluable to me in our 
first year and were always available to provide information and answer questions. The entire office 
staff was encouraging and acted as cheerleaders as Talbot House met different personal and
professionalprofessional milestones. I can’t say enough good things about CREATE Foundation and its staff. 
Because of CREATE, we were able to build Talbot House on a solid foundation.”
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groups and from all over the country.

Talbot House is the result of a vision born of a dream. After working for several years with recovering 
addicts and alcoholics in treatment, founder Becky Weatherford was often faced with the same 
problem from her clients. “I have nowhere to go.” Becky knew this struggle all too well. As a recovering 
alcoholic herself, she was all too familiar with the challenges of re-entering an unhealthy
environmentenvironment after completing the hard work of becoming sober. The result was a vision for a sober 
living home where women who have completed treatment for addiction could come and feel safe. 
“I wanted these women to be able to exhale, and to have access to the services they need to rebuild 
their lives”, said Weatherford.

“In“In 2015, Talbot House became a reality. Start-up funding became available, a Board of Directors 
was assembled, location was established, and the process began to form a 501 (c) 3 corporation. 
Talbot House also became a special project of the CREATE Foundation while the nonprofit application 
was in process. Acceptance into the CREATE special project program allowed Talbot House staff to 
focus on its mission of assisting women in recovery. The CREATE staff was invaluable to me in our 
first year and were always available to provide information and answer questions. The entire office 
staff was encouraging and acted as cheerleaders as Talbot House met different personal and
professionalprofessional milestones. I can’t say enough good things about CREATE Foundation and its staff. 
Because of CREATE, we were able to build Talbot House on a solid foundation.”
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